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Term 1 – Week 4   21 February 2018 

Principal’s Report        

Swimming Carnival 

Congratulations to all of the students who participated in our Swimming Carnival on February 

8th. Selected students will represent our school at the Zone Swimming carnival on Thursday1st 

June. 

Thank you to Mr Williams for organising the successful carnival. 
Peer Support 

Our peer support Leader in Me program began on Tuesday. We are looking forward to  

watching our Peer Leaders build their leadership skills as the program continues throughout the 

year. 

Congratulations to Mr Skene, Mrs Townsend, Miss McMillan and Mrs Isaacs who planned the  

program and trained students for the successful implementation of this worthwhile project. 
Parent Meet the teacher Meetings 

Thank you to all of the parents who attended Tuesday’s meetings. 

Meet the Teacher sessions are an opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher, hear about 

the learning programs planned for the year and talk about any organisational details you 

need to be aware of. If you were unable to attend the Meeting on Tuesday, class teachers will 

send information sheets home with students, which detail class organisation. 
Parent teacher Interviews  

Interviews will be conducted in weeks 10 and 11 of this term, which will provide an opportunity 

for parents to meet individually with their child’s teacher to discuss individual learning progress. 

 
How to make contact with your child’s teacher: 

When a teacher is on class or as they approach morning lines, the teachers have a duty of 

care and responsibility to the students within their class. If you wish to talk to your child’s  

teacher, following the procedures below enables the teacher to be able arrange a time that 

allows them to have a discussion with you in a confidential environment, free from the  

responsibility of being on class. A focused, timely parent- teacher meeting allows for the best 

outcomes for your child’s learning. 

If you wish to find out information or make contact with a teacher, we would you to use the 

protocols listed below: 

 

 Phone office to make a suitable appointment time/ leave a message. The teacher 

will call back to arrange a suitable time 

 Make the school website a favourite/bookmark to find notes and newsletters. 

 Subscribe to the newsletter via the website and you will receive the newsletter in 

your email inbox. 

 Download school App  

 Email the school; address on website or school letterhead. 

Multi-age or Composite Classes 

As many parents are aware, with the formation of 10 classes this year at Miranda, we have 

structured a number of composite or multi-age classes. 



 

 Multi‐age classes are made up of students drawn from different year levels. They may be 

established because of the uneven pattern of enrolment in the school,  

because of the small size of the school, or where it’s considered that mixing students of  

different ages is academically and socially advantageous.  

 

As shown below, research shows it makes no difference to performance. 

Two findings stand out in the research: 

 It makes no difference to performance whether students are in a 

straight year group or in a multi‐age class. The most important f 

 actors in determining how well a student does are the quality of the  

         teacher and his or her teaching. 

 

 Multi‐age classes may benefit students both socially and emotionally. 

 

We are extremely fortunate to have an outstanding team of highly committed and  

talented teachers who are dedicated to providing high quality and engaging learning  

experiences each and every day for the Miranda Public School children.  
Student Absences 

Parents need to be very mindful and selective about taking children out of school. If it  

happens occasionally, research tells us there will still be an impact but it may be that  

alternative, rich, life experiences are being provided that have a benefit 

of their own. However, extended absences; travel that could be taken at other times; or 

repeated trips during school terms need to be considered by the Principal to determine 

whether they can be justified (and approved) or are unjustified (and 

therefore will be recorded as an unjustified absence). In either case, these absences will 

be included on your child's school report and records. 
The importance of regular, punctual school attendance is undeniable. Apart from illness, 

children do best academically, socially and emotionally when they come to school every 

day.  

A Department of Education Home‐School Liaison Officer regularly audits the school to 

check student attendance and it is therefore important that we follow strict guidelines and 

procedures. 
 If your child is absent from school please contact the school either by SchoolStream, 

email or by a phone call on the day of the absence. We are then able to record the  

absence immediately. By doing this you do not need to send a note to school. Absence 

notes must be sent to school immediately after the absence to avoid a follow‐up letter. All 

notes can be put in the letterbox in the school office. Early departures and late arrivals 

must come through the school office regardless of whether a note has been sent to 

school. This is a WHS requirement, in case of an emergency we are able to accurately  

locate all children on school grounds.  
 

Email Contacts 

Later this term, Miranda Public School will be trialling an instant email contact to parents, 

when their child is absent from school. If you have recently changed or updated you email 

address, please let the school know to enable us to have relevant contacts in our system. 

 



AFL Clinic 

We are excited to have representatives from Sydney Swans AFL visiting us on Monday 26th 

Feb for years 3-6 students. Children are welcome to bring along merchandise to be signed. 
  

Moving into High School 

Thank You to the Year 6 Parents that attended the High School EOI (expression of interest)  

meeting on Tuesday. I hope that I was able to clarify the process involved. 

For those parents that were unable to attend the meeting, EOI forms have been sent home 

with your child and are due back to school by no later than Friday 9th March. 

If you have any questions or queries regarding this process, then please don’t hesitate to get 

in contact with me. 
High school Information Nights 

Many of the local High Schools are running Information evenings over the next few weeks. If 

your child is going to High School next year, I encourage you to attend the information 

sessions. 

Sylvania High School Tuesday 27th February 

Gymea Technology High School Tuesday 6th March 

Port Hacking High School Wednesday 7th March 
Stage 3 Canberra Excursion 

Expression of interest/ deposit notes will be sent home next week for Students to attend the 

Stage 3 Canberra excursion to be held Monday 18th- Wednesday 20th June. 

 
Mr Carter on Leave Term 1 FBTS 

 

I will be relieving Principal for the remainder of Term 1, as Mr Carter will be working on  

expanding the Film by the Sea  initiative into a state wide festival. We wish Mr Carter and the 

Film by the Sea staff all the best with this initiative. 

 
Narelle Chaplin 

Relieving Principal 

 



  

 Mon 26 Feb    AFL Sydney Swans visit 3-6 

 Thurs 1 March    Zone Swimming Carnival 

 Wed 21 March    Harmony Day—Orange Mufti Day 

         Thursday 29 March   Easter Hat Parade and Eggsibition   

 Weeks 10 and 11   Parent Teacher Interviews      

 Friday 13 April    Students final day for Term 1 

 Tuesday 1 May    Students return to school 

 Thursday 3 May   School Photos—Summer uniform      

         

  

      

Upcoming Events 

 

 Principals Award  

—Alina 45W 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fawardsplus.com.au%2Foldsite%2Fimages%2Fstickers%2Fgeneric%2Fprincipalsaw.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fawardsplus.com.au%2Foldsite%2Fhtml%2Fsti_gen.html&docid=tbJqsquC3tGrUM&tbnid=HcJtLJqbw_gojM%3A&w=140&
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fawardsplus.com.au%2Foldsite%2Fimages%2Fstickers%2Fgeneric%2Fprincipalsaw.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fawardsplus.com.au%2Foldsite%2Fhtml%2Fsti_gen.html&docid=tbJqsquC3tGrUM&tbnid=HcJtLJqbw_gojM%3A&w=140&


This week in stage 3 we started our unit on narrative writing. To help us learn about the structure of a nar-

rative we created a story chain to help us identify beginning, complication, resolution and the end. Below is 

a story that Szonja, Angelina & Kadie composed. They took their inspiration from Valentines Day.  

Valentines Day 

Szonja- 

New York’s streets were full with people everybody happy and feeling loved because it was Valentines Day. 

New York was covered in red flowers, hearts and chocolate everyone was happy except for one cool old 

lady in a skateboard park. She never had anyone to love because she was always sad and grumpy. The 

grumpy old lady Krystyna, had a ring, a diamond ring. A ring that was very expensive and she always wore 

it because it put a little love in her heart.  

Angelina- 

Krystyna’s ring was from her husband Bob who died in a car accident 3 years ago on this day. She was es-

pecially sad because she lost the ring her Bob gave her 3 years ago before he died in the car accident! She 

searched through her whole house, turned it upside down, looked in every corner of every room, but it still 

wasn't there. She asked the people on the streets, asked her friends at the skateboard park and she even 

went to the place with all the lotto machines and where they play bingo but she still couldn’t find it! She 

was more worried than ever. 

 

Kadie- 

One day she was walking home from the skateboard park something shiny and golden was flashing into 

Krystyna’s blue steeled eyes. She looked closer and realised it was just some heart shaped chocolate wrap-

per that was a shiny gold colour which reflected from the sun’s rays. “Hhhhhhhh” she sighed, “what will I 

ever do” she exclaimed…  

Szonja- 

She felt like this is the last of here, she felt sad and missed her husband, Bob so so much. Until she walked 

past the golden heart shaped wrapper and realised there was something wrapped in it and as she looked 

closer she realised that there was also a note which said… 

 

I know you miss me, I miss you too 

But I am still here right here with you 

Will you be my valentine? 
 

After reading the note she looked inside the wrapper and her diamond ring was lying in the palm of her old 

wrinkly hands. She never felt happier or more magical because she knew she was still loved! 

 

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY! 



 

Peer Support 
















