
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 2021  

   3-5-2021 AED Data collection begins (Kindergarten students) 

   5-5-2021 Year 5 Enrichment program begins at Port Hacking High School 

   7-5-2021 Winter PSSA sport begins 

 10-5-2021 Zone Cross Country 

 11 to 21 May NAPLAN online for Year 3 and 5 students 

 19-5-2021 K-2 excursion to Symbio Zoo 

 15 to 17 June Student led conferences 

 24-6-2021 Reports to parents 

 25-6-2021 Last day of term 

Term 3 2021  

 12-7-2021 Staff development day 

 13-7-2021 First day of Term 3 for students 

 

 

Welcome Back to Term 2. 

Thank you for your great feedback and support in developing our School Improvement Plan and Annual 

Report for 2020. Both of these documents can be accessed on our school’s website under the “About our 

school” and then “School planning and reporting” tabs: 

 

School Improvement Plan 2021-2024 https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/doe-nsw-schools/plan-

report/2021/2574/2021-2024_Miranda_Public_School_SIP.pdf 

 

2020 Annual Report https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/doe-nsw-schools/annual-

report/2020/2574/2020_Miranda_Public_School_Annual_Report.pdf 

 

Our School Improvement Plan is exactly that – a plan for improvement. Your children are important to us 

and we want to ensure that we are delivering the best learning and wellbeing experiences possible. We 

have a learning culture in our community where we trial new programs and strategies, evaluate these and 

adapt or make changes to improve, and celebrate our successes.  

 

During Term 2, we are trialling K-6 morning playgrounds and K-6 morning assemblies and exploring 

opportunities for students in cross-stage classes to play with classmates during the breaks. We are also 

developing a consistent approach to managing behaviour with all students (K-6) using common language 

and agreed expectations, underpinned the 7 habits of Leader in Me. 

 

Term 2 / Week 2 

30 April 2021  
Miranda Public School 

Kookaburra Gazette 

Dates to remember 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/doe-nsw-schools/plan-report/2021/2574/2021-2024_Miranda_Public_School_SIP.pdf
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/doe-nsw-schools/plan-report/2021/2574/2021-2024_Miranda_Public_School_SIP.pdf
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/doe-nsw-schools/annual-report/2020/2574/2020_Miranda_Public_School_Annual_Report.pdf
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/doe-nsw-schools/annual-report/2020/2574/2020_Miranda_Public_School_Annual_Report.pdf


 Lea and Lucas in K/1J shared their expositions about 

why pigeons should not drive buses. They raised a lot 

of points and used descriptive sentences. 

 

Professional Learning 

During our Term 2 staff development day, our teaching 

staff used the National Literacy Progressions and 

PLAN2 to evaluate student writing. This information 

(data) was then used to inform their programming 

with learning intentions and success criteria (LISC) to 

help students improve their writing with appropriate, 

planned descriptive feedback.  

 

Over the course of the term our students will be 

getting used to getting and receiving explicit feedback 

about their writing and practise talking about what 

they are doing well and how they can improve. In 

doing this, we help our students make connections 

between our academic learning with our personal 

learning from the 7 habits of Leader in Me. 

 

In Week 9, you will be invited to attend student led conferences and your child will show you some 

samples of their work and talk about their learning goals. The students are still getting used to using these 

skills and they will appreciate your encouragement. 

 

This week, myself and four of our executive leaders attended our second session of the 3 Rivers 4 Learning 

project with a leading educational researcher, Ann McIntyre. During the day we examined evidence 

informed practice to assist our inquiry into how to lead teachers in using formative assessment expertly to 

maximise learning for all of our students in writing. 
 

Kindergarten Library Visit 

 

Kindergarten students began the first of a series of visits to Miranda 

Public Library where they engaged in stories with Miss Jane, one of 

the talented librarians. If you are new to the area, Miranda Library is 

conveniently located next to the school in Wandella Road. 

 

Staffing 

Mrs Karen Shehata retired at the end of the school holidays after more than three years as the Director 
Educational Leadership (DEL) for the Port Hacking Network and we welcome our new DEL, Mr Peter Rouse 
visited the school on Monday morning and he enjoyed meeting with many of our students and staff. 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Holt who was awarded with a certificate for her devotion and commitment to 
public education. Mrs Holt has served the students of Department of Education schools for forty years and 
all of the students and staff at Miranda PS are privileged to know her and work with her.  



Attendance 

“Every day counts and there is no ‘safe’ threshold for absences” – Hancock et al., 2013 

 
Please read the flyer at the back of this newsletter for more information, tips and advice for parents about 

attendance procedures.  

 

 
 

 
 



COVID Restrictions 

The response to COVID restrictions varies between schools because each school’s response to the 
Department of Education’s guidelines is based on each school’s unique context. As a community, we also 
need to understand that the guidelines can change very quickly.  
Currently, parents/carers are welcome to enter the school grounds before and after school to drop off and 
pick up their children. This is based on the understanding that parents/carers comply with social distancing 
from each other, teachers and other students. They also need to leave when the morning assembly song 
begins. If you are invited to planned events, use the uniform shop or enter buildings to attend 
parent/teacher interviews or meetings, you need to sign in at the office and use the COVID app.  
 
As a school we are looking at different ways to hold events for our school community, while complying 
with the DoE’s guidelines. We want to include parents as much as possible, however, social distancing 
means that we will not always have space available to invite parents and visitors into the school for whole 
school events. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Student Invoices 

Thank you to those families who have managed to pay their statement of account for student resources 

and extra curricular activities, which was emailed out recently. 

For those families still to pay, please be aware that we are happy for you to pay your accounts over a 

period of weeks or terms, if you are finding it difficult to pay in one payment. Please contact Mrs Williams, 

in the school office, if you would like to discuss this. 
 

AED Census 

The Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) measures how children have developed by the time they 
start school. The AEDC looks at groups of children, not individuals. This survey is conducted in Term 2 with 
students in Kindergarten, beginning on 3 May 2021. 

With four sets of data collected every three years since 2009, valuable trend data is used to help 
governments and communities design programs and policies that better meet the needs of children and 
families. Teachers of children in kindergarten use the Australian version of the Early Development 
Instrument (AEDI), which measures children across five areas of development. These areas are closely 
linked to children’s overall health, education and social outcomes as they mature into adults:  

 physical health and wellbeing  
 social competence  
 emotional maturity  
 language and cognitive skills (school based)  
 communication skills and general knowledge.  

 

NAPLAN 

During Week 4 and 5 of Term 2 (10th – 21st May 2021), students in Year 3 and Year 5 will be completing 
their NAPLAN assessments. With the exception of the Year 3 writing test, students will be completing these 
assessments online. The NAPLAN Online 2021 guide for parents has been attached for your information. 
 
NAPLAN is just a group of tests and the results are not recorded on our student’s school reports. The 
purpose of NAPLAN is to help the school celebrate our successes and clarify, along with our other school 
data, where we can improve our teaching and learning.  
 
You can set your child up for success by encouraging your child to do the best that he or she can. Let them 
know that some of the questions may be from higher stages and it is ok if they cannot answer them all. 
Help them relax, give them quality food to eat and plenty of sleep at night.   



Premier’s Reading Challenge 

The PRC student site is available again this year! Students can search for books to read, add books to their 
reading logs, and track their progress throughout the challenge. The challenge opens on March 2. You can    
find the site at https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/studentExperience.html#/ and there is a useful help 
video available to demonstrate how the site works.  

K-2 Students will complete their challenge as a part of Library lessons each week. The K-2 student reading 
logs will be registered and updated by Mrs. Leavold. Certificates will be distributed to students with end of 
the year reports.  

Year 3-6 students are welcome to register and participate in the challenge. They are responsible for their 
own PRC reading logs. Please see Mrs Leavold if you need any assistance getting started. All entries should 
be completed by August. Please refer to the website for detail. 

 

School Cross Country Carnival 
 

On Thursday and Friday this week we held our cross country carnival on what turned out to be a warm 
sunny day. The students all agreed that they had a really enjoyable day and we need to congratulate all of 
them on their participation and excellent behaviour. We also need to thank all of the parents who assisted 
by helping out as course marshals or working on the P&C’s pop up canteen, that was superbly organised by 
Mrs Hicks. 
 
We need to acknowledge Mr Williams, Mr Richardson, Mr Wooley and Miss McMillan for their outstanding 
and smooth organisation, complemented by our dedicated teachers, SLSOs and office team who, as always 
combined their efforts to ensure the students had an enjoyable day. 
 
Congratulations to Green House for winning this year’s carnival. 
 
 

 

https://nsw.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c6940efad798431e6a5f5e66&id=1ee5c23050&e=383a2c60ea
https://nsw.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c6940efad798431e6a5f5e66&id=b4716973d9&e=383a2c60ea
https://nsw.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c6940efad798431e6a5f5e66&id=b4716973d9&e=383a2c60ea


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 





 
 



 
Anzac Poems – 5/6T 

 
             WAR 

 

As the poppies were swaying,                  
The soldiers were praying, 

I’ll come back, 
I’ll come back, 

Even though their hands were numb,  
They loaded their guns, 

They wanted to hide, 
But their mouths were wide, 

What they were doing was unexpected.  
 

By Sophia Kacanic 
 

 

 

War is not what they thought it would be 
 

Men were laughing, having fun and games. 
They were sent to war and they were ready for the adventure of their lives. 

 

The men jumped into boats and paddled away. 
 

They arrived at a beach and grabbed their guns. 
“BANG!” bullets were flying at them. 

 Falling in despair. 
 

Men fought hard and men lost lives. 
Men came home shocked and devastated. 

 

This war was the opposite of what they expected. 
 

By Justin Oyagi 
 
 

 
 

War is not what they thought it would be 
 

Soldiers thought that going to war would be like going on holidays, 

but when they got there it was nothing like they imagined.  

Thousands and thousands of people died every single day serving our country. 

Families worrying that their son, dad, brother or uncle would not come home.  

Families getting the letter that their person died is just miserable.  

I could never think of how hard that would be. 

 

By Imogen Olsen 
 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fintranet.ecu.edu.au%2Fstudent%2Fnews%2Foverview%2F2020%2F04%2Fhonouring-anzac-day-during-the-time-of-covid-19&psig=AOvVaw1RrFBE7Vtfoin5ZZDm4b1q&ust=1619748664969000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCJj6qwovACFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK


 

 

War is nothing like they could have imagined 

 

The battlefield was like nothing they imagined. 

There were missiles whizzing everywhere  

and bombs exploding under people.  

Sorrow was spreading and many were killed.  

Blood fell on the pale yellow sand, tainting it burgundy. 

War is not what it looks like. 

 

By Mathew Gargan 

 

 

 

 

Stage 3 Debating Team 

 

Good luck to our Stage 3 Debating Team who will be off to their first debate in Week 3 against  

Cronulla South Public School. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



5/6W Imaginative Writing Task 

Using Margaret Wild’s, ‘The Stone Lion, we explored language features the author used to engage readers, 

to then apply to our own writing. We used an image from the story (see below) to write a descriptive 

paragraph and attempted to include the following features to make our writing interesting and entertaining: 

 sentence variation (different lengths of sentences) 

 noun groups 

 prepositional phrases 

 interesting/sophisticated word choices 

 similes and metaphors 

 

After writing our first draft, we reread our writing several times to check that we included as many of the 

language features. We also swapped our work with a buddy so they could give us feedback on what they 

liked about our writing and how we could improve. We then improved on our writing by adding in language 

features missing and applying the feedback from our peers. 

 

 

 

                                           
 

 
 
The Stone Lion stared out the window with sadness and depression. He waited for the blazing sun to appear 
and disintegrate the frosty snow. He waited to be free. Eventually he would be out of isolation, roam around 
and be happy. But he was also concerned about Sara and her brother.  
By Nathaniel 
 

Staring out the icy window was the Stone Lion. He badly wanted to run, leap, prance and move outside. He 
couldn’t because it was snowing. But he had to hurry. He was turning back into stone. He wished every night 
to be able to move, one more time. 
By Landon 
 

The bright library full of interesting old books. 
Far in the heavy snow, the dark buildings stood. 
Near the rough bricks, the cold lion roared. 
Confused. Worried. Afraid.  
The little rabbit jumped through the beautiful tunnel, as slow as a snail. 
The happy birds flew near the glistening light. 
By Kira 
 
The lion, that was stone no more, gazed out the frosted window. Then he frowned. His face was flushed. 
Majestic birds flew with the wind, squirrels roamed in the whiteness. Sarah and her baby brother were safe 
and it was time to go. The Stone Lion stared down and felt his paws being paralysed. He was becoming stone 
again. Afraid. Worried. He attempted to return to his pedestal but moved his head slightly. He wanted to see 
the beautiful, blasting forest. Suddenly, the snow covered the window like a jacket. He was devastated 
because it was the only beautiful view he could see the forest from. He rushed back to his ordinary pedestal 
and realised it would be his last time to feel as warm as the sun. 
By Isabelle 



The ancient library stood still and lonely in the middle of the town. Soft snow piled up around it, creating the 
building a gigantic jacket. The library was more than 50 years old. The bricks were rusty and worn. The 
windows were almost opaque. Snow fell on the window sills and a thick wall of ice grew on the right side of 
the building, reflecting the unique town behind it. The bushes were frosty and leafless. The birds were fleeing 
the whiteness. A tiny squirrel scuttled away. The lonely Stone Lion stood in the heart warming library. The 
colourful fiction books of the library stood out in the cold background. He gazed outside. Worried. Afraid. 
Thinking about what to do next, the clock that was reflected on the ice wall ticked in the silence. Would he 
save Sara’s brother or go and do what he longed for? 
By Emily 
 

Resting in the cosy, stale library, the lion felt queasy and scared. He gazed through the frosty window, 

watching the snow fall to the ground, making a huge blanket. The library reflected on the ice. The lion wanted 

to see more. He walked out of the library surprised by a huge gush of snow. He instantly felt his paws freeze 

and start to become numb. What would he do next? 

By Bailey 

 

The stressed lion looked out the window. Panic filled the lion’s body. A feeling he never had felt. He saw Sara 

and her baby brother, then noticed the bitter cold snow. It covered them in freezing cold snowflakes. The 

colour of Sara and the baby’s skin faded to a light blue. The Stone Lion looked around in a flash as snow 

completely covered Sara and her brother and the building. Outside the window, he saw a squirrel dashing 

into a hole in the ground. In the far distance, he saw a building capped with snow as well as a snow covered 

clock tower. He had to act quickly to save the children before it was too late. 

By Eesa 

 

Stage 2 History Assignments 
 
During Term 1 the students in Stage 2 were given the task to research a famous explorer as part of their 
history and library learning. They were able to present their information in any format they liked, with 
students choosing to share their findings on posters, google slides, written reports, photos, dioramas and 
even a short film. Here are a few examples of the fantastic learning. Great job Stage 2! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The KS vet practice is open for business!  
We have been helping lots of sick and injured pets in or 
Investigative play area this week. 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 Our vets use special 
 equipment to help the animals.  
 
 
 
 Customers fill out forms to help the vets know                                          
         what is wrong with the animals. 
 

 

 

 

 

We use the X-ray machine to help 

us find out what’s wrong. 

The animal patients are very well cared for at 

the KS Vet. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Early Development Census 
 

School newsletter  

(external)  

Playing our part to build a 

national picture of child health 

In early 2021, our school, along with thousands of 

others across the country will begin preparations for the 

fifth Australian Early Development Census (AEDC).  

The AEDC gives us a national picture of the 

development, health and wellbeing of children in their 

first year of full-time school. Since 2009, the census 

results have helped communities, schools and 

governments plan services and develop better policies 

to target support for children and families. 

Children don’t miss any class time, and parents/carers 

don’t need to supply schools with any new information 

for the census. The AEDC gives us data at a school and 

community level - it isn’t an assessment of individual 

children. 

Some teachers have also noticed that completing the 

assessments made them more aware of the needs of 

individual children and the class as a whole and that the 

census results are useful in planning for transitions to 

Year 1 and developing class programs. 

Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers 

don’t need to take any action unless they choose not to 

include their children in the census. 

To find out more about the census and how 

communities are using the data to help children and 

families visit the AEDC website: www.aedc.gov.au. 

If you have any questions, you can contact Mrs Kellie 

Shields via the school office. 
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                                    FOR CHILDREN IN YEAR 2-6 

                                           2nd TERM 2021 

  FRIDAY 30th APRIL 

 Movie night on the BIG screen!!!!!!! (G or PG)  

Bring a pillow and come dressed in your onesie or pj if you like 

Time: 5.30pm – 8.30pm!!!!!! 

 Where: At the church  

 Cost:  $5.00 dinner, drinks , dessert and lolly bag. 

            Please bring your friends 

 

                           FRIDAY 14th MAY                                                                                        

                          “ Survivor” 
                              Time: 5.30pm – 7.30pm 

                              Where: At the church  

                              Cost:  $5.00 for dinner, drinks and dessert. 

                                                     Please bring your friends 

 

                                                     Friday 28th MAY 

                                                 “ A Minute to Win it” 

                                          Time: 5.30-7.30pm 

                                          Where: At the church  

                                          Cost: $5.00 for dinner, drinks and dessert                                         

                                                                 Please bring your friends 

                                  FRIDAY 11th JUNE 

                                 Fun and Games 

                                 Time: 5.30-7.30pm 

                                 Where: At the church 

                                  Cost: $5.00 dinner, drinks and dessert  

           FRIDAY 25th JUNE 

                            Movie night on the BIG screen!!!!!!! (G or PG) 

                           Bring a pillow and come dressed in your onesie or pj if you like 

                           Time: 5.30-8.30pm!!!!!!!!! 

                           Where: At the church 

                          Cost:  $5.00 for dinner, drinks, dessert and lolly bag                                    

                                    Please bring your friends 

 
             If you have any questions please give us a ring. Nico & Frederika Olthof  0419 619 642 or 0431 975 7 

DON’T FORGET!!!!!!*Sunday School each Sunday morning at 9.30am 

MIRANDA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Corner Adina Street and Kiora Road 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?start=115&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft%3Aen-AU%3AIE-Address&rlz=1I7ACAW_enAU408AU410&biw=1920&bih=910&tbm=isch&tbnid=MWQY86NYsGU7qM%3A&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.melbournegirl.com.au%2F2013%2F03%2F07%2Ffilm-madman-about-you%2F&docid=9e2PoTVTeSU3OM&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.melbournegirl.com.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F03%2FMovieNight.jpg&w=1600&h=1000&ei=NpfTUqlFi8eTBfqzgOAI&zoom=1&ved=0CFwQhBwwHThk&iact=rc&dur=660&page=4&ndsp=41
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=onesies+images&view=detailv2&qpvt=onesies+images&id=57E4D6FAB9BBD1949E22D8BBA89AFF5EED12D792&selectedIndex=25&ccid=ARfJnzQL&simid=607987526881313682&thid=OIP.M0117c99f340b66f2c01054407943d2a3o0

