
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 2021 Learning from Home continues 

6to10 -9-21 SASS Recognition Week – Supporting our School Community 

9-9-2021 R U OK? Day. 

14-9-21 Crazy hair and sock day  

17-9-2021 End of Term 3 

Term 4 2021 Learning from Home continues 

4-10-2021 Labour Day (public holiday) 

5-10-2021 First day back of learning from home for students and staff 
World Teachers’ Day 

13-10-2021 P&C Meeting (online) 7:00pm 

15-10-2021 Tell Them from Me surveys close. 

4-11-2021 Kindergarten Orientation (TBC) 

10-11-2021 Kindergarten Orientation (TBC) 

17-11-2021 P&C Meeting (online) 7:00pm 
Back up date for Kindergarten Orientation (TBC) 

8-12-2021 Presentation day (Recorded for parents) 

 

Virtual Book Week Parade 
Thank you to all a Virtual Book Week 

parade on Tuesday 24 August 2021. 

The theme for Book Week this year is 

‘Old worlds, New worlds, Other 

worlds.  

Please press this link to view our virtual 

book parade. 

It’s amazing to see how resourceful our 

parents/carers and students are during 

an extended “Stay at Home”. 

Deep appreciation is extended to Mrs 

Leavold and Mrs Shields for organising 

and collating the book week parade. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Learning From Home – Thank you 
Thank you yet again to our wonderful and appreciative school community. Your support in following the NSW Health 
orders has been outstanding, especially after such a long time. We really appreciate all of the positive feedback that 
you have been sharing with the staff. If there is anything the school can do to assist you, please reach out. 

Term 3 / Week 8 

3 September 2021  
Miranda Public School 

Kookaburra Gazette 

Dates to remember 

https://www.facebook.com/mirandapublicschoolofficial/videos/428472578563851
https://www.facebook.com/mirandapublicschoolofficial/videos/428472578563851
https://www.facebook.com/mirandapublicschoolofficial/videos/428472578563851?form=MY01SV&OCID=MY01SV


As we all learn to adjust to this extended new normal, please know that we are here to support you and your 

children. If there is any other help you need, please contact your child’s teacher. If you have a confidential issue that 

you would like to discuss, please email the school and ask for the relevant staff member to contact you. 

 

I know from the wonderful feedback that you have been providing, that you appreciate how hard the staff are 

working to support your children and you. I am so proud of all of our staff and they continue to inspire me with their 

tenacity and dedication. The staff thrive on hearing your positive feedback, so please keep it coming! 

 

Best wishes and stay safe, 

Michael Duffy 

 

Roadmap to Return to Face-to-Face Learning 

Updated 12:30 pm 27 August 2021 
Last week the NSW government announced that schools in our area will return to face-to-face learning either 
through a ‘staged return.’  

Staged return (Level 3 plus) 

When stay-at-home rules are still in place but other community vaccination and transmission conditions are met, 
students will return to school in a staged way. This is a staggered return for prioritised cohorts, with no mingling or 
on-site activities. While at school, face masks are required in all indoor and outdoor settings for all students in Year 7 
and above. Masks are strongly recommended for primary (K-6) students. 
 
Students will return to face-to-face learning with NSW Health-approved COVID-safe settings on school sites in the 
following order: 

• from 25 October   – Kindergarten and Year 1 
• from 1 November – Years 2, 6 and 11 
• from 8 November – Years 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10. 

Students in Year 12 and those completing their HSC are already able to return in a limited way and this will continue 
for the remainder of Term 3. From 25 October, these students will have full-time access to school campuses and 
their teachers. 

Local government areas (LGAs) and suburbs of concern operating under Level 4 plus restrictions will continue 
learning from home until they are removed from the areas of concern. 

There are probably a lot of questions that you have about this. The logistics are currently being discussed by the 

departmental officials and I will keep you up to date as the information is shared.  

 

Vaccinations 
Students 12 to 15 are eligible to get vaccinated if they meet the following criteria: 

• children with specified medical conditions 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children 
• children in remote communities, as part of community outreach vaccination programs 
• National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) participant, or living with disability requiring frequent assistance 

with activities of daily living, including down syndrome, muscular dystrophy, traumatic brain and spinal cord 
injury, and severe intellectual disability. 

Bookings can be made via the COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility Checker. In the event that a vaccination program is 

implemented for primary-school-aged children in NSW public schools, informed consent will be sought from the 

child’s parents or carers before any vaccine is administered. For more information, please click on the COVID-19 

Vaccine Eligibility Checker link. 

 

mailto:miranda-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-checker
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-checker
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-checker


K/6A Have Been Learning Measurements at Home Through Baking Lot of Treats. 

 

 

 

 
Tell Them from Me Parents, Student and Teacher surveys 

The second snapshot for Tell Them from Me is now open and includes the student, parent and teacher surveys. The 
survey window will remain open until Friday 15 October (Week 2, Term 4). The survey is conducted entirely online 
using smartphones, iPads, tablets, laptops or computers. Although participating in the survey is entirely voluntary, 
your responses are very much appreciated. 
It is important that we have different points of view about our school:  

 

Parent Survey: Please take ten minutes to complete the Tell Them from Me Parent Survey. Your responses are 

confidential and the school only receives collated data.  

The link to the parent survey is: http://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/miranda21  

 
Completing these surveys will help our school understand parents’ and carers’ perspectives on their child’s 
experience at school. These include: communication between parents/carers and staff, activities and 
practices at home and parent/carer views on the school's support of learning and behaviour. This valuable feedback 
will help our school make practical improvements. 
 
Student Survey: All students in Years 4, 5 and 6 are asked to complete the second student survey so we can learn 

about the children’s experiences with school. Please note that this is not a test. Next week, class teachers will begin 

sending individual passwords to the students so they can access the survey.  

Parents and carers may assist students in reading the survey questions, as long as their child’s point of view is 

submitted. When your children have received their logon details, they can complete the survey at 

nsw.tellthemfromme.com  

If you do not want your child to participate in the survey, please complete the non-consent form at the end of this 

newsletter, or inform your child’s teacher. Please click here to read the non-consent form in different languages. 

Teacher Survey: All of the teachers are asked to complete the survey as well. 

 

The survey questions cover similar topics, but are suited for each group. All data is completely confidential – The 

school only sees the final collated report. No one in the school will see any individual answers. For more information, 

please click on this link to the Tell Them From Me website. 

 

 

https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/login.htm
https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/login.htm
https://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents/translated-resources
https://education.nsw.gov.au/student-wellbeing/tell-them-from-me/information-for-parents-and-carers
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Lucy  3/4M 

Lucy 3/4M  

Sohma 

Stage 2 have been focusing on procedures in their writing 

and were challenged to write instructions and rules for a 
game that others could play. 

 

Jannah 3/4W 

 

Sohma  3/4W 

 

  Tanirau 2/3C 

 

Aarnikah 2/3C 

 

Aarnikah 2/3C 
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With the Olympic over, Stage 2 have turned their focus to the Paralympics. The students enjoyed 

writing about the Paralympics using a Pobble image to prompt their imagination. 

                                        

Zane 3/4W 

Jade 3/4W 

      Sohma 3/4W  

Jazz 3/4W 



 

Book Week Film 
There were some amazing posters sent in for book week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Week Parade  

 

 

                                                  Norah 1/2   

 

 



School Administrative and Support Staff Recognition Week (6-10 September) 

Our SASS staff make an invaluable contribution in Supporting 

our School Community and thus, Supporting our School 

Community is an appropriate theme for 2021.  

These wonderful people quietly get on with keeping the school 

running so your children’s teachers have more time to focus on 

the core business of teaching and learning.  

 

If you or your children would like to send a message to thank 

any or all of our SASS team members, I’m sure that they’d be 

deeply appreciative. Even though we are working from home, they are working just as hard as ever! 

 Our SASS team include: 

• Administration Team: Mrs Williams (school administration manager), Mrs Catlett (school administration 
officer SAO), Mrs Galea (SAO), Mrs Robinson (relieving SAO/SLSO) and Mr Cameron (general assistant). 

• School Learning Support Officers (SLSOs): Mrs Hefren, Mrs Mears, Mrs Toohey, Mrs Toutjouni, Mrs 
Hristopanos, Mrs Feeney, Mrs Robinson, Mrs Stevenson, Mrs Graham, Mrs Silveira, Mrs Rosten and Mrs 
Garvey. 

Messages can be sent to class teachers or the school email will be forwarded on your behalf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wear your craziest hair and/or socks and join the 

end of term fun. 
 

Send your best photo to your teacher. 

K-6 CRAZY HAIR & SOCK 

DAY 

 



 

 

 

Stage 3 have not let lockdown stop them from enjoying some of the fun of camp! During Week 7, our learning 

activities had a school camp theme as we all worked together to build our resilience and have some fun despite 

missing camp this term. We created our own camp sites, wrote newspaper articles, journals and letters, learnt about 

the science of the “big swing”, worked collaboratively to build a Minecraft version of camp and learnt how to make 

the perfect camp fire art!  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Opportunity Class Placement Test delayed 

As a result of the most recent advice from NSW Health regarding the duration of COVID-19 restrictions and the 

return to school plan, the Opportunity Class Placement Test scheduled for 6 October 2021 has been delayed.   

New testing arrangements for students will be announced as soon as possible.  

 

Contacting Our School 
Due to the stay at home order from NSW Health, there is only enough staff to provide minimal supervision for students 

who need to be at school. This means that our office is staffed remotely and there may not be anyone available to 

answer the phone when you call.  

If you need to contact the school, please contact your child’s teacher or send an email to miranda-

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  The school emails are monitored throughout the day and forwarded on by our office team. 

 

If you have not been receiving emails, please email the school from your preferred email address and we will update 

your details.  

 

 

Kindergarten 2022 Orientation and Open Days 
If you have not yet enrolled your child, please complete your child’s online enrolment at:  

https://enrol.education.nsw.gov.au/#/?schoolCode=2574 

We will invite you to bring your original documentation to the office (birth certificates/passports & VISAs, 

immunisation and proof that you live in our local area), when all of the staff return to school. 

We were hoping to confirm our orientation plans with parents at the end of this term, however, we are now waiting 

for confirmation on what these visits will look like and when they can take place, given the staged return announced 

last week. 

 

R U Ok? Day is 9 September. 
In the last two issues we have shared some resources to assist families coping 

with anxiety, depression, reduced income and other issues that have emerged, 

either directly or indirectly, as a result of living with COVID-19.  

 

Remember, it’s ok not to be ok, and it’s important to ask for help. 

 

Thank you to our wonderful parents and teachers in the P&C Association who have offered the following resources 

(below and at the back of this newsletter) for you as well and we will add these to our Learning from Home website 

for parents: 

 

Lifeline - 13 11 14  www.lifeline.org.au 

Kids helpline - 1800 55 1800 www.kidshelp.com.au 

suicide callback service - 1300 65 94 67 www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au 

Beyond Blue Support Services - 1300 22 45 36 www.beyondblue.org.au 

Mental Health line - 1800 01 1511 

Emergency - 000 

Parent line NSW - 1300 1300 52 

Raisingchildren.net.au  www.raisingchildren.net.au 

 (For families looking for ideas to break the chain of events happening in their 

households): https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-

guides/wellbeing 

mailto:miranda-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:miranda-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
https://enrol.education.nsw.gov.au/#/?schoolCode=2574
https://sites.google.com/education.nsw.gov.au/miranda-ps-learning-from-home/home
http://www.lifeline.org.au/
http://www.kidshelp.com.au/
http://www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au/
http://www.beyondblue.org.au/
http://www.raisingchildren.net.au/
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/wellbeing
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/wellbeing


Miranda Public School Expectations for online lessons: 
Our school is always open to self-reflection on how we can improve learning and meet our students needs. When we 

realised that the learning at home period was to be extended, Mrs Wilkins worked closely with our staff to develop 

expectations for online learning. The teachers will be discussing these with the students and we ask you to discuss 

them with your children: 

 

 

 

We want your feedback so please email the school if you have any further suggestions. 

 

 

mailto:miranda-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


  Tell Them From Me Student Suvey 

Dear Parents and Carers 

This term, our school is taking part in the Tell Them From Me student survey. The survey will provide us with 

valuable feedback on what our students think about school life, how engaged they are with school and the 

different ways that teachers interact with them. Schools in Australia and around the world have used the Tell 

Them From Me survey to help them improve. The survey is completed online and is run by an independent 

research company, The Learning Bar which specialises in school-based surveys. 

Staff in schools will not be able to identify individual students from their responses. To ensure confidentiality, 

participating students will receive a unique username and password. Where fewer than five students respond 

to a question, the results will be suppressed. The survey typically takes 30 minutes or less to complete.  

This survey will help out school better understand how to improve student wellbeing and engagement. It will 

help the school identify what works to improve student outcomes.  

Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary. Your child will not take part if either you or your child do not 

wish. If, during the survey, your child is uncomfortable, he/she can choose to stop the survey at any time. The 

majority of questions in the survey can be skipped. 

If you do not want your child to take part in the survey, please return the attached form or inform 

your child’s class teacher by Wednesday 8 September. 

More information about the survey and the research is available in English at education.nsw.gov.au/ttfm 

Michael Duffy 

Principal 

Miranda Public School 

Tell Them From Me Student Feedback Survey non-consent form 

If you do not want your child to participate in the student feedback survey, please sign this form and return it 

to the school by Wednesday 8 September 2021. 

I DO NOT give consent for my child/children to participate in the Tell Them From Me student feedback 

survey. 

Name of student 1  Roll class of student 1 

 
Name of student 2 

  

Roll class of student 2 

 

_______________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Name of parent/carer     Signature 

        ___________________________________ 

Date 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


